HARRIS COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH
COVID-19 Strategic Partners Update
10/30/2020

Key Partners Update
As Harris County continues to reopen, we must remember that our community has worked hard to come together and
bring the number of cases down. This is not the time to stop taking precautions. COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations in
the county are rising and public health officials across the country are wary of a “third” wave.
Here’s how you can help stop the spread of COVID-19:
•

•
•

Threat level Red means severe and uncontrollable spread of COVID-19, meaning outbreaks are present and
worsening. Minimizing non-essential travel, limiting in-person activities, and avoiding crowds are crucial ways you
can help the community lower the threat of COVID-19.
Share reopening and business guidance with your partners and colleagues to help them reopen safely.
Encourage staff, neighbors, friends, and your family to get tested if needed.

Section 1: COVID-19 Data Trends & Metrics for Success
HCPH COVID-19 Dashboard, including City of Houston (as of 10/29/20)

Note: This snapshot was captured from the HCPH dashboard, including the City of Houston. Metrics are updated daily and can be found at
https://publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/resources/2019-novel-coronavirus
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Harris County COVID-19 Risk Level Indicator Summary (as of 10/30/20)

Note: The Threat Level for Harris County COVID-19 remains in Red: Level 1. Over the last two weeks, indicators previously met have reversed. For more info visit
Ready Harris: Metrics for Success and HCPH’s Leading Harris County: Benchmarks for a Healthy Community.

Race and Ethnicity of COVID-19 Cases in Harris County, including Houston (as of 10/30/20)

Note: The above chart compares percentage of cases to percentage of population for races/ethnicities in Harris County, including the City of Houston.
Hispanic/Latino and Black communities appear to be overrepresented in case counts while Whites and Asian American/Pacific Islanders appear to be
underrepresented.
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Emerging COVID-19 Trends (using Harris County-HCPH data, excluding Houston)
•

•

Age trends
o 20-29 year-olds have had a sustained overrepresentation in COVID-19 cases since April, 2020.
o While not overrepresented, 10-19 year-olds have had increasing growth in cases since March, 2020.
o Positivity rate has been on the rise in all age groups under 50.
o Both 10-19 year-olds and 20-29 year-olds have the highest test positivity rates, which may be an indicator
of under testing. Testing resources are included below and can be accessed here.
Race/ethnicity trends
o Since August, the death rate of African Americans, Asians, and Hispanics has been comparable at close
to 2%, with Whites having the highest death rate close to 3%.
o The Hispanic/Latino community has had a disproportionately high case count every month since April,
2020.

Case Counts by Zip Code, including Houston (as of 10/29/2020)

Note: The above map from the HCPH website shows the total number of confirmed cases per zip codes. 77449 and 77084 have the highest total confirmed cases,
with 4,694 and 4,350 respectively.

Section 2: COVID-19 Highlights and Resources
COVID-19 Policy Updates
National Updates:
•
•
•
•
•

FDA officially approved Veklury (Remdesivir) as the first treatment for COVID-19 for those over age 12 and
requiring hospitalization
CDC has redefined COVID-19 close contact to include brief encounters.
CDC released that the COVID-19 Pandemic has led to about 299,000 more deaths in the US than would be
expected in a typical year. Two-thirds are from COVID-19.
CMS has released a plan to ensure COVID-19 vaccines are available at no cost.
Kroger will become the first national retailer to launch COVID-19 antibody testing at all pharmacy locations.
Antibody tests can be used to determine past infections, not active.

Local & State Updates:
•
•
•
•

Episcopal Health Foundation, with Arnold Ventures, has released a landmark survey report on the impacts of
COVID-19 in Harris County. 1 in 10 residents have lost health insurance during the pandemic.
New cases and hospitalizations in Texas have risen to levels not seen since August.
DSHS has submitted a draft COVID-19 mass vaccination plan to CDC.
DSHS and UTHealth have announced the nation’s largest COVID-19 serological testing assessment.
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•
•
•
•

UTHealth has unveiled a “public health reserve modeled after the National Guard.
El Paso has issued a two week curfew to stem surge of COVID-19 cases.
Texas is now tied with California for most COVID-19 cases in the country.
A federal appeals court has blocked a previous ruling requiring masks to be worn at polling locations. The governor’s
order to encourage, but not require masks (including for poll workers) at polling sites remains in place.

Communications & Outreach
•
•
•

•
•

HCPH has updated its website formatting for ease of navigation.
The REACH (Racial & Ethnic Approaches to COVID-19 and Health) Task Force has begun collaborating with
Partners in Health to bolster resource linkage for residents.
HCPH has partnered with FARO (Facilitated Assistance, Referral, and Outreach) for testing and wraparound
services available to residents in Cloverleaf, Galena Park, and South Houston. As part of its work, the FARO team
distributed over 500 masks and promoted upcoming testing in Cloverleaf.
In addition to other ongoing efforts, the HCPH outreach team created a partnership with a Houston Food Bank
supersite to distribute over 3,000 care kits to Harris County residents monthly and is scaling up to support that site.
A scheduled Halloween outreach event at Traders Village is expected to impact 10-20,000 residents for corn maze
and other events over the holiday weekend. Outreach teams will be distributing care kits, masks, and other public
health information.

Section 3: HCPH Operational Updates
Epidemiology
Case Investigations/Contact Tracing
•
•

HCPH call centers saw an approximate 870 count increase over the last week.
Additionally, HCPH conducted 896 interviews last week, the fourth week of sustained increase.

•
•

With increased demand, some labs have begun to slow their average turnaround time.
HCPH is partnering with TX DFPS to assess and monitor congregate facilities for elderly individuals.

COVID-19 Testing Sites in Harris County (as of 10/29)

Note: The above maps visualize the locations of COVID-19 testing sites in Harris County. The map to the left shows the locations of all
HCPH testing sites. The map to the right shows all testing sites operated by other organizations, excluding HCPH testing sites.
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COVID-19 Testing
•
•
•

•
•

Demand at stationary and mobile sites within the community continues to slowly increase.
The online registration tool for testing has been modified for easier comprehension and improved data capture.
Both San Jacinto and MO Campbell test sites have successfully opened on Sunday, alternating on a weekly
basis. Turn out is low on Sunday (MO Campbell saw about a third of what they normally see, and San Jacinto
continues to see low numbers).
A second surge testing location has been identified at Katy Park. The target date for opening is November 2nd.
Demand for testing with congregate settings (nursing homes, assisted living facilities, etc.) has decreased.

Other COVID-19 Updates
•
•
•

On the week of 10/19, HCPH and HHD met for an in-person meeting to further decision making on outreach and
testing in shared jurisdictions.
HCPH has enrolled as a COVID-19 provider through DSHS when a COVID-19 vaccine becomes available and
continues to encourage local providers to sign up.
HCPH served as a panelist with US Health and Human Services, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness
and Response (ASPR), US Department of Defense (DoD), and CDC National Webinar Operations Warp Speed for
a webinar on vaccination strategy.

Section 4: Other Major Public Health Updates
•
•

•
•

HCPH has begun submitting documents for its performance-based budget presentation to Budget Management
and Commissioners Court for the FY21-22 year.
HCPH’s 13th Annual and virtual 2020 One Health Conference focused on health equity, global health, zoonotic
diseases, and the COVID-19 pandemic. The conference included over 1,200 participants in over 40 countries and
featured several world-renowned public health experts.
This week is National Lead Poisoning Prevention Week. See more about HCPH’s lead hazard control here.
HCPH celebrated the ribbon cutting of Harris County Pets Resource Center located at 612 Canino Rd. in Houston.
Since 2012 HCPH has worked to increase the leave alive rate from 13% to 98% and has maintained no-kill status.
The new facility will provide Harris County an environment where we, as a community, care for our animals and
pets to ensure their health and safety. The County made a 5-year $24 million dollar commitment in building this
facility to have double capacity to give more animals a road to a future home.

HCPH One Health Conference Panelists discussing a post-pandemic world

For any additional questions and information,
please contact phcovidpartnership@phs.hctx.net
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